
Isolated Weqatal 

Rocine lesson 37 



RULE:  
• An isolated weqatal that stands in for a wayyiqtol 

within a wayyiqtol string marks a climactic or 
pivotal event in a narrative.  

• The isolated weqatal is a surrogate mainline in 
Historical Narrative. 

Rocine 37 Isolated Weqatal 



The isolated weqatal in a wayyiqtol string 
א צֵּ ל  ַויֵּ ֶלְך ְיְשָראֵּ ֶכב  ַוַיְךֶמֶ֫  ַבֲאָרם ַמָכה ְגדֹוָלה׃ ְוִהָכהֶאת־ַהּסּוס ְוֶאת־ָהָרֶ֫

Genre Mainline/Offline Translation 

Predictive Narrative, 
Instructional Discourse, 
Hortatory (Mitigated) Discourse 

Mainline He shall attack 

Hortatory Discourse Offline That he might attack 

Procedural Discourse Mainline He would attack 

Chart of weqatal functions. 
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(1 Kings 20:21) Pivotal Event 
(One would expect a wayyiqtol here.) 
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Look at all the things a weqatal can do. 

If you don’t know your genres, all you have to go on is a vague sense of ‘context’. 
That’s the value of discourse analysis. 
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(1 Kings 20:21) Pivotal Event 
(One would expect a wayyiqtol here.) 



1a. Mainline: Wayyiqtol 

1b. Pivotal/climactic event on the mainline: Isolated Weqatal 

 

Off-the-line: 

2. Topicalization: X-qatal 

3. Embedded Direct Speech 

4. Relative past background: Qatal in dependent clause 

5. Non-past background: Yiqtol in dependent clause 

6. Backgrounded activities: Participle 

7. Embedded Procedural Discourse 

8. Transition marker: Mainline form of היה 

9. Scene setting: Verbless Clause 

10. Irrealis scene setting: Negation of any verb 

 

Historical Narrative Discourse Profile 
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Other examples of 
Isolated Weqatal 



Judges 16:18 

ֶרא ֵּ֣ י־ ַותֵּ ה ִכִּֽ  ָלהּ֮ ֶאת־ָכל־ִלּבֹוֹ֒   ִהִגֵּ֣ידְדִליָלָ֗

ח ַוִתְקָר֩א  אֹמ֙ר  ַוִתְשַלַ֡ ים לֵּ י ְפִלְשִתִּ֤  ְלַסְרנֵֵּ֨

ּו   י־ ֲעלֵּ֣ ַעם ִכִּֽ ידַהַפַּ֔ ֹו   ִהִגִּ֥ י ֶאת־ָכל־ִלּבּ֑  לה ִלִ֖

ּווְ  ים   ָעלִּ֤ ֵּ֣י ְפִלְשִתַּ֔ יָה֙ ַסְרנֵּ ֶל֙  אֵּ

ּו  ם׃  ַוַיֲעלִּ֥ ֶסף ְּבָיָדִּֽ  ַהֶכִ֖

kethib qere 

[Mainline] Wayyiqtol 

Genre: HN 

[Offline] Qatal in dep. Clause: 
Rel. past background 

[Mainline] 2 Wayyiqtols 

[Mainline] Imperative 

Genre: Hort. 

[Offline] Qatal in dep. clause 

[Mainline] Wayyiqtol 

Genre: HN 

What is this? 

Rocine p. 321-22 



Judges 16:18 

ֶרא ֵּ֣ י־ ַותֵּ ה ִכִּֽ  ָלהּ֮ ֶאת־ָכל־ִלּבֹוֹ֒   ִהִגֵּ֣ידְדִליָלָ֗

ח ַוִתְקָר֩א  אֹמ֙ר  ַוִתְשַלַ֡ ים לֵּ י ְפִלְשִתִּ֤  ְלַסְרנֵֵּ֨

ּו   י־ ֲעלֵּ֣ ַעם ִכִּֽ ידַהַפַּ֔ ֹו   ִהִגִּ֥ י ֶאת־ָכל־ִלּבּ֑  לה ִלִ֖

ּווְ  ים   ָעלִּ֤ ֵּ֣י ְפִלְשִתַּ֔ יָה֙ ַסְרנֵּ ֶל֙  אֵּ

ּו  ם׃  ַוַיֲעלִּ֥ ֶסף ְּבָיָדִּֽ  ַהֶכִ֖

kethib qere 

[Mainline] Wayyiqtol 

Genre: HN 

[Offline] Qatal in dep. Clause: 
Rel. past background 

[Mainline] 2 Wayyiqtols 

[Mainline] Imperative 

Genre: Hort. 

[Offline] Qatal in dep. clause 

[Mainline] Wayyiqtol 

Genre: HN 

[Mainline] Isolated Weqatal 

RULE: An isolated weqatal that stands in for a wayyiqtol within a wayyiqtol 
string marks a climactic or pivotal event in a narrative. (Rocine p. 322) 

The point is for this reading that the lords of the Philistines had not earlier 
come up to bind Samson. But Delilah had control of Samson for sure this 
time, so she was calling in the “big guns.” The Hebrew writer marks the lords’ 
coming up as a pivotal event in Samson’s life, and so it is. 

Rocine p. 321-22 



1 Samuel 17:38-39 

ש  יו  ַוַיְלּבֵֵּ֨ ּול ֶאת־ָדִו֙ד ַמָדַּ֔  ָשאִּ֤

ןוְ   ֹוַבע ָנַתַ֛ ֹו  קִּ֥ ֶשת ַעל־רֹאשּ֑  ְנחִֹ֖

ש  ִּ֥ ֹון׃ ַוַיְלּבֵּ ֹו ִשְריִּֽ  ֹאתִ֖

 

ר יו   ַוַיְחֹגֵּ֣ ל ְלַמָדָּ֜ ַעֵ֨ ְרּבֹו מֵּ ד ֶאת־ַחַ֠  ָדִוֵּ֣

ֶאל א־ִנָּסהֹ֒   ַויֵֹּ֣ ִֹּֽ י ל  ָלֶלֶכתּ֮ ִכֵּ֣

אֶמר ֵֹ֨ ּול   ַוי ד ֶאל־ָשאָ֗  ָדִוָּ֜

א    ִֹּ֥ יִתי  ל א ִנִּסּ֑ ֵֹּ֣ י ל ֶלה ִכֵּ֣ ִ֖ ֶכת ָּבאֵּ ל ָלֶלִּ֥  אּוַכַ֛

ם ִּ֥ יו׃   ַוְיִסרֵּ ָעָלִּֽ ד מֵּ  ָדִוִ֖

We-Qatal marking climactic or pivotal event 
(see Rocine 37, p. 212ff).  
 
“What is it that makes Saul’s giving his קֹוַבע a helmet, a 

climactic or pivotal event? Ought not Saul be Israel’s 
champion and thereby solidify his position as king? 
Instead, it is like he is crowning David. Saul’s giving of 
his helmet may well foreshadow the giving of his 
crown.” (Rocine p 349) 

Rocine p. 349 



Genesis 37:3-4 

ל  בְוִיְשָראֵָּ֗ ֹו   ָאַהִּ֤ ּוא לּ֑ ים הִ֖ י־ֶבן־ְזֻקִנִּ֥ יו ִכִּֽ ֙ף ִמָכל־ָּבָנַּ֔  ֶאת־יֹוסֵּ

ָשהוְ  ים׃   ָעִּ֥ ֶנת ַפִּסִּֽ ֹו ְכֹתִּ֥  לִ֖

ּו י־ֹא֞תֹו  ַוִיְראֵּ֣ יו ִכִּֽ בֶאָחָ֗ יו   ָאַהִּ֤  ֲאִביֶה֙ם ִמָכל־ֶאָחַּ֔

ּו ִַֽיְשְנאִ֖ ֹו   ַוִּֽ  ֹאתּ֑

א  ִֹּ֥ ּוְול ם׃ ָיְכלִ֖ ֹו ְלָשלִּֽ  ַדְּברִּ֥
We-Qatal marking climactic or pivotal event 
(see Rocine 37, p. 212ff).  
 
“Notice for their scene-setting value, the two [sic] X-qatals, the 
isolated weqatal marking a pivotal event, and elaboration of the 
emerging  ַוִיִשִנאּו ֹאתֹו with the irrealis clause ְולֹא ָיְכלּו ַדְּברֹו ְלָשלם” 

(Rocine p 380) 
 
The pivotal event is the giving of the coat of “many colours”. 

Rocine p. 380 

Wayyiqtol + qatal in dep. clause 

Wayyiqtol 

X-Qatal 

Isolated weqatal 

Irrealis clause with a qatal 


